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David Finnigan
Jellyfish play

SETTING
The side of a busy street at night. At one edge of the stage is the 7-11 which is guarded by Hades. Next is a stretch of sidewalk littered with fishtanks which is Gwen Malkin's space. Next is Ava Macalinao's space. At the boundary of Malkin and Ava's spaces there is a line of bottlecaps. Ava's space ends at the entrance to the Szechuan Palace Restaurant, which is guarded by Poseidon.
Passers by move back and forth across Malkin and Ava's stretches of sidewalk. Occasionally, someone will stop to buy jellyfish and cobs of corn. Customers are satisfied, unsatisfied, complicated, poor, very hungry, unwilling to deal with Malkin or Ava, clumsy, drunk, some people lurch past on their hands and knees at high speeds, sometimes they scurry on tiptoes, sometimes they step by in extreme slow motion...

CHARACTERS
Wenah Malkin	Street vendor. Wenah Malkin is mostly blind. She sells jellyfish kept in a fishtank (or maybe just buckets).
Ava Macalinao	Street vendor. Ava sells steamed corn cobs. She carries a knife and wears bandages made from masking tape on her scarred hands and face.
Prometheus		a political activist. He wears a red bandanna and carries an empty satchel. He is muddied from 43 months of travel.
Hades			a security guard for a 7-11. He wears a white shirt and a tag that says UNDERWORLD GOD. He has a great smile.
Poseidon		a security guard for "Szechuan Palace". He wears a white shirt and a tag that says OCEAN GOD. He licks his hand and smooths his hair back with it.


Malkin	Excuse me-po! This is what you want - sir madam - this is what you want! Excuse me, do you know how a jellyfish works? It's a little bag of life, with no eyes no ears, no nose, only these long fingers feeling in the dark. It doesn't think, it doesn't worry, it doesn't feel sad, but when it catces hold of something with its fingers it holds on and it never lets go.
Hades	Excuse me miss, you're blocking the entrance to the 7-11.
Malkin	How?
Hades	You need to move over a little bit so people can get through.
Malkin	The 7-11 is over there. If people can't get through those doors without smashing into my jellies- 
Hades	Excuse me please-
Malkin	No, this is my stretch. This is mine.

ROCK - PAPER. MALKIN shuffles over a few steps and HADES stretches out more comfortably.

Malkin	I can't see much any more. But I know what's mine. Here – this gutter – I sweep the water that leaks from my fishtanks off this step. That's my boundary to the north. On this side is the 7-11, and the security guard who wears a name badge that says UNDERWORLD GOD will hurt me if I try to step any further than here. So this is my boundary to the west. This is the wall. There are squatters in this building and they'll hurt me if they think I'm coming to steal their space. So this is my boundary to the south. Over here, Ava Macalinao sells sweet corn to customers at the Szechuan Palace. When she's not selling too well, she'll roam all the way to here and she'll roam right over me to the 7-11 if I don't stop her. In her past life she was a fighting bird at the Libertad cockpits.Then she got reborn as a human, sort of. These bottlecaps represent the line between Ava's territory and mine. So this is my space. 
Ava	Steamed corn! Give your teeth something to grind on! Are you afraid of steamed corn! I'll cut you! Buy some corn! Jellyfish woman, you're souring the customers.
Malkin	No feet on my ground, Ava.
Ava	Look, would you stop a rooster from flying? Dare you tell the rooster goddess she cannot tread where she chooses?
Malkin	I'm telling you right now, Ava, we have a line here that says where your territory ends and mine begins. If you want to adjust that line you just have to say.
Ava	I do want to adjust that line!
Malkin	Then you know what to do.

Ava and Malkin get down and play a game moving the bottlecaps. Malkin's strategy pushes the line into Ava's territory. Prometheus stops in front of Malkin's fishtanks.

Prom		I want to buy a jelly.
Malkin	Who's that?
Prom		Customer. I want to buy a jelly.
Malkin	Sorry, po. I thought I recognised that voice. What kind of jelly you be looking for sir? We have all kinds of cnidarian!
Prom		I want the tank.
Malkin	You want everything in this tank?
Prom		No I want the tank. Fuck what's inside it, you can empty it out on to the pavement.
Malkin	Why do you want the tank?
Prom		How much do you want?
Malkin	Why do you want my tank? This tank has sat here since before I was here. Why do you want it?
Ava	Hey! Sir! Mr Prosperous! What's your name there, sir?
Prom		Prometheus. Listen, name a price. I don't want to stand here bickering all night.
Ava	Hey Malkin how have you lured this man on to your turf? I want him! The rooster goddess demands him!
Prom		Can you tell your friend to shut up?
Malkin	Ava shut your mouth. 
Prom		Listen what's your name?
Malkin	Wenah Malkin.
Prom		Right Malkin. I'm gonna give you 140 pesos to move out the way and let me behind those tanks for two minutes.
Ava	Look at him! Rich, with big shiny eyeballs! I'm gonna seduce him from you, Malkin. Stranger! I'm going to seduce you!
Malkin	You're not moving me. I've been 43 months in this space. This is my space.
Prom		For two minutes. That's all.
Ava	This is what I'm going to do with you. I'm going to ignore you at first, say nothing when you try and speak with me, but always keep just in your field of vision. When you finally crack and try and walk away from me, I'm goinjg to turn on you with anger. How impolite you were to ignore me just then! and so on, and you feel bad and you apologise. Now I tell you it's all right, I forgive you – I even look a little bit embarrassed about exploding at you – and you think 'what a brave and courageous woman, who won't show her hurt even though I've hurt her.' Now I happen to let slip that I like the way you move, I like the way you struggle to keep your feelings in check. And now you're thinking 'Does this brave, courageous woman possibly have an interest in me?' You're nervous, but you know you can't let the chance go past – when I reach out and brush a hair from your cheek without thinking and then I'm embarrassed, I draw my hand back and I say 'I'm sorry' and you lean out and put your arms around me and pull me into you and think that it is all – your – idea.
Hades	Excuse me, what the hell are you shouting about?
Poseidon	Hey listen, there's a restaurant here with people trying to eat.

Poseidon pissbolts into hiding.

Ava	Sorry.
Poseidon	You're right you're sorry. Get over. Don't you step on this ground any more.
Ava	Hey, that's mine. That's not Schezuan Palace ground, that's mine.
Poseidon	If Schezuan Palace customers can see you whoring yourself while they're eating then I can't allow you on this ground.

PAPER - SCISSORS. Poseidon takes some of Ava's space.

Hades	What's happening here?
Malkin	Nothing to do with you. Or me.
Hades	Are you women fighting on the street?
Malkin	No.
Hades	Not outside 7-11 you're not. Move up.
Malkin	No.
Hades	I said move up.

PAPER-SCISSORS. Hades takes some of Malkin's space.

Malkin	Where did he go? Customer where are you? You're round here somewhere. Ava - ssh! He's still here.
Ava	Do you want the rooster goddess to sniff him out?
Malkin	I can hear him.
Ava	I can smell him.
Malkin	I can smell him.
Malkin pounces on Prometheus. In one hand she holds a poison jelly, ready to strike.
Prom		Please don't give me to the guards. Please don't give me to the guards.
Ava	Who is this?
Malkin	It's you, isn't it? 'Prometheus.' You're the one that was here.
Prom		Yes.
Ava	Who is he?
Malkin	He's the man that had this space before me.
Prom		Please don't give me to the guards. I have money.
Ava	What's he so afraid of?
Malkin	Do you remember three and a half years ago a government car was blown up on Taft Avenue? Athena and three of her aides were driving from Makati to Quezon City, about 2:30 in the morning. Someone put a landmine on the road while they were on their way. The car blew up, Athena and her aides were killed, and then before the police or ambulance got there, the terrorists booby-trapped Athena’s body. When the ambulance arrived, they detonated her body and killed three paramedics.
Ava	How have you caught a terrorist? It's your feminine wiles, isn't it?
Prom		Listen Malkin I haven't come back to take this spot from you. I don't want it. What I'm fighting for is just some space in my mind.
Malkin	You left 43 months ago and you were a different person then. You chose to start running.
Prom		That's right. I did choose. Because if you don't choose to move, sooner or later you find they've surrounded you and you'll never move again. I been trying to get back to the way it was before the gods took over. They've multiplied themselves 20, maybe 80 million times. They're on the television keeping us dark, keeping us dumb. Do you know what broadcasting is? One image, one sentence, one point of view gets packaged and multiplied and sprayed out to the millions. One voice can speak for the whole world. 
Ava	But that's how it is! It's not that way because anyone wants it that way – only if everyone in the world could talk to everyone else than no-one would listen. 
Prom		No. You don't remember, but that's how it was before the fall of Hyperion. Anyone could speak, and you could listen to any voice you chose. Then the Gods took over, and they copied themselves over and over and over and they drowned out every other voice in the world. There's no space to think in our own heads. They're filling the gaps with their pieces. If you don't move you won't be able to move. 
Malkin	This is my space, Prometheus.
Prom		I gave you this ground.
Malkin	But it's mine. I walk it, every second I walk it. I stand in it, I clean it, I hold it, I feed it, I dress it, I haggle for it, I sell it, I give it away, I know what it's worth, it has a worth to me, it's strong when I'm with it, it's mine. If you come any closer I'll call the gods down on you.
Prom		The gods catch me here they'll take this space from you.
Malkin	I think you're more scared of them than I am.
Prom		Why? All they'll take if they kill me is my body and my brain. Whereas you could lose your jellyfish and your whole precious three and a half square metres.
Malkin	I'd rather call the gods down on both of us than give this ground up to you.
Prom		I dare you to. And if you don't get out of the way I will.
Ava	Hades! Poseidon! They're ignoring me!

Prometheus hides behind Malkin's fishtank. Malkin stands up to Hades.

Hades	What's the shouting for?
Malkin	It's none of your business.
Hades	I can't allow this kind of activity-
Malkin	Look, shut up.

ROCK - SCISSORS. Malkin retreats.

Ava	Don't you like me, Prometheus?
Prom		Shh...
Malkin	What are you doing? Leave them alone! They're my jellies, leave them alone!

Prometheus draws a gun from behind the tank.

Prom		Get the fuck back. Get away.
Malkin	You son of a bitch. You know what will happen to you if this jelly brushes your skin? How much do you want to live, Prometheus?
Ava		Malkin he's got a gun.
Malkin	Really?
Prom		Yes. And I'm gonna get the rest of them. Keep your voices down, keep the guards from coming over and we'll be fine.
Ava	Who is this crazy fuck, Malkin?
Malkin	When I first wandered up this end of town four years ago there was a boy looked after this space sold cigarettes
Prom		phone cards
Malkin	packets of chips, whatever. I used to sit and talk with him after I'd been fishing for jellies - this is before my eyes went completely - and I remember he was a skinny kid with big eyes and brown lips. We used to talk and eat together and he was so afraid to ask me that I had to kiss him myself or I would've waited forever.
Prom		I woulda kissed you if you'd given me the chance.
Ava	What the fuck is that?
Prom		Molotov cocktail.
Malkin	This is where you stashed it, you piece of shit. You've had me guarding your weapons this whole time.
Prom		I didn't have time to find the perfect hiding spot. You might remember I left in a bit of a hurry. And you surely didn't ask any questions before moving in.
Ava	Why did you go?
Prom		My face got seen on camera.
Malkin	He got involved with a group called the Titans. Anarchist freedom of information offshoot. They stirred up some shit they weren't ready to handle and they all got caught or went out of sight.
Prom		It hasn't stopped, Malkin. 43 months I've been carrying on the war.
Ava	What war?
Malkin	Prometheus is anti-television.
Prom		Television, radio, newspaper - any broadcast media where one voice speaks and 80 million listen. Any medium that forces people's minds into one channel without giving them the chance to talk back or ask questions. And Malkin was one of us too.
Malkin	I'm not a soldier. I'm down with jellyfish.
Prom		Fuck's sake, Malkin, you were. You could be. Instead of crouching here trying to hold on to your last two square metres, you could fight back.
Malkin	Jelly doesn't fight. Jelly just drifts and lets the sea blow it. No struggling no flailing. But when jelly catches something in its fingers it holds on. This isn't much territory but it's mine and I'm holding on to it.
Prom		The way you think, Malkin. This space doesn't matter. It wouldn't matter if you had a million square metres of physical territory, you don't own what's in your head.
Ava	The rooster goddess wants a million square metres of territory.
Prom		Well then the first step is to stop playing games you can't win. See what I do - the people I work with - we don't pick fights with security guards over a few centimetres of sidewalk. We're trying to take down the television stations, the broadcast machinery, so we can own the few centimetres of space inside our heads.
Malkin	You make yourself a threat, Prometheus, you force them to deal with you.
Prom		You're scared of them too. The difference is, I have some power to fight back with. Come on, Malkin, give this shit up. I want to help you. I don't want to leave you here for a second time to get pushed around by supermarket cops. Come with me. Take some power.
Malkin	You didn't come back for me. You came back for your weapons.
Prom		Well now I'm offering them to you. Do you want to know how to make a molotov? How to plant a bomb? I want to teach you how to take power.
Ava	The rooster goddess wants to fight back.
Malkin	More power is more exposure.
Ava	You just keep your head down while they take the ground from under you piece by piece. Will you teach me?
Prom		Malkin are you sure? You want to stay here like this?
Malkin	I'm holding on to what I've got.
Prom		Yes I'll teach you. Are you ready to come?
Ava	Rooster goddess is ready.
Malkin	How do I know you're not coming back? You haven't left more surprises for me?
Prom		Wenah Malkin you have no imagination to be surprised with.

Prometheus and Ava flee. There is a farewell letter from Ava.

	Dear Malkin

	I am sorry but there is real trouble in the world
	a real movie quality to it
	it is like a movie.

	I want to know more than 
	the shadows of the morning falling before me
	or the shadow of the evening rising to meet me
	I want to hold fear in my hands
	I want someone to be afraid of me

	yrs 
	Ava

	PS I know you like Prometheus but I have to have someone and
	he's the only one


Poseidon wants to know why Ava has left. He comes to the bottlecap line and plays paper-rock-scissors with Malkin to push her territory inwards.

Hades wants to know what the fuss is. He comes up on the other side and plays paper-rock-scissors with Malkin to push her territory inwards. Malkin is forced inwards on both sides.

